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MYSELF

About Myself

My name is Victor. My surname is Ivanov. I was born on April 7, 1982 in Orel. My parents are office-workers. I am the only child in the family. I am a pupil of the ninth form of a secondary school. After living school I’ll try to enter the Medical school. I think, the profession of a doctor is very interesting and useful to people but it is not easy, of course. I’m fond of chemistry and biology  and I know these subjects are important to learn for entering the institute.

  I don’t have much free time but I have a hobby. My hobby is drawing. I like to draw since my childhood. Since the age of six I’ve been drawing everywhere: in my album, in my note-books, even on the newspapers. My favourite sports are football and tennis. 

 I have many friends. They are very good and we like to spend our time together, We meet and talk, dance and laugh, listen to good music and do everything what is interesting for a teenager.

  I am happy to have nice friends and a good family. I hope that my dreams will come true and I’ll become a doctor.

My biography

 Let me introduce myself. My full name is Natalya Nickolaevna. Ivanova, of course, it sounds rather pompous for a girl of my age. I was born on the 7th of May, 1980, in the village of Bakino,Bolhov district, Orel region. Two years ago our family moved to Orel where I live together with my parents. 

I was born in the family of the office-workers. I am the only child in the family. As my mother had no possibility to be a housewife I had to be taken to a nursery when I was not more then two years old. I don’t remember that time at all. Anyhow, I can remember quite well how much I hated going to the nursery when I was three or four. Not that children were ill treated there. I guess it’s a just too early for any child of this age to be taken away from his mother.

 Now I’m a pupil of the eleventh form of a secondary school. I will finish school this year and I want to enter the Institute. That is why I have to study twice as hard as ordinary pupil. I take an active part in social life, attend sport sections and subjects circles. My favourite subjects are English, Russian and Literature. I had nothing against Natural Sciences and Maths, but somehow they seemed of less importance.

 I am always very busy, but when I’m free I’m fond of reading. My favourite writers are Ernst Hemingway, Alexey Tolstoy, Michail Bulgakov.

You see, my biography isn’t long. I hope my dream will come true and I’ll be a student. If I fail in my exams I’ll be very upset, but next year I’ll try to enter the Institute again.
About my Family

   My name is Irina. I am sixteen. I’m a pupil of the school number 14. This year I’m leaving school. My family is not very large. It consists of four members: Father, Mother, my sister and me.

  My father is a businessman. He is the director of a firm.

My mother doesn’t work. She is a housewife. She looks after the children and does the work around the house.

 My sister’s name is Nelly. She’s te. She is a pupil of the third form. She is fond of reading, listening to music and playing with her doll Barbie.

  I have a pet, a very clever cat. His name is Tom.

  We have a three-rooms flat in a modern house and a nice car. In summer we spend our time in our country-house.

  Our family is very united and we like to spend our free time together.

My Family

Our family is neither large nor small. I have a father, a mother, a sister. We all live together in a three-rooms flat in one of the industrial district of Orel. We are an average Russian family.

  My father Igor Ivanovich is 45 years old. He is a tall and well-built man with short black hair and grey eyes. He works at a big plant as an engineer. He likes his work and spends most of his time there. By character my father is a quite man, while my mother is energetic and talkative. Her name is Olga Petrovna. She is a teacher of music and plays the piano well. My mother always has a lot of work to do about the house and at school. She is a busy woman and we all help her.

  My sister’s name is Alla. Like the mother Alla has blue eyes and lovely fair hair. She is a very good-looking girl. Alla is three years younger than me. She is a pupil of the 8th form. She does well at school and gets only good and excellent marks. Literature is her favourite subject and she wants to become a teacher, as well as I do.

  Our family is very united. We like to spend time together. In the evening we watch TV, read books and newspapers, listen to music or just talk about the events of the day. Our parents don’t always agree with what we say but they listen to our opinion. All of us like to spend our week-ends in the country. We often go to the village where our grandparents live. They are aged pensioners now but prefer to live in the country.

 My grand-grandmother is still alive. She lives in my grandmother’s family and is always glad to see us. Her health is poor and she asks us to come and see her more often.

I also have many other relatives: uncles, aunts, cousins. We are happy when we are together.

My Working Day

I usually get up at 7 o’clock on week-days. I make my bed, open the window and do my morning exercises. Then I go to the bathroom where I clean my teeth and wash myself. If I have enough time I take cold and hot shower. After bathroom I go back to my room where I dress myself and brush my hair. In 10 minutes I ‘m ready for breakfast.

  After breakfast I put on my coat , take the bag and go to school. As I live not far from school it takes me only five or seven minutes to get to there. I don’t want to be late for the first lesson so I come to school few minutes before the bell. I leave my coat in the cloakroom and go upstairs to the classroom.

 The lessons begin at eight o’clock in the morning and they are over at half past one in the afternoon. After classes I go home and have dinner there.

After dinner I have a short rest, read newspapers and magazines. Then I do my homework. We study many subjects at school and it takes me three or even more hours to do the homework. Sometimes I go to the library to get ready for my practical classes or to write a report. As a rule I have no free time on my week-days.

Eight o’clock is supper time in our family. We all get together in the kitchen, then go to the sitting room and watch TV, read books or discuss different problems. Twice a week I go to school in the evening to play volleyball team and we have our training classes rather late.

  At about eleven at night I go to bed.

My Day Off
    Most people in our country work five days a week and have two days off but students and pupils have only one day off. It is Sunday. I like this day very much. You needn't hurry anywhere and you may go wherever you like after your week’s work.
  On this day I wake up later then usual. But sometimes I don't get up till nine or ten o'clock. I read morning newspapers or lis​ten to music. As soon as I get up I air the room, make my bed. Then I have breakfast.

   Two more hours for getting ready with, in homework and I am free. I meet my friends and we discuss our plans together. We may go to cinema or theatre, to museums or a park. In fine weather we also like to go to the country. We find a nice place somewhere in the forest or on the bank of the river. We sunbathe, play different games and swim. 

   In winter my friends and I often go to the skating-ring. Skating is my favourite kind of sport, but I like to ski, too. When the weather is bad my friends come to my place. We listen to music or go to the cinema. We like films about the life of the youth abroad. On the way home we usually discuss the films we’ve seen.

    In the evening all the members of our family get together. We have our supper, make plans for tomorrow, watch TV or read books. Reading is my hobby. Sometimes we receive guests at our place or go for a walk. 

   I enjoy my days off very much.

My Friend

     I' am not a very sociable person yet there are people whom I can call friends.  One of them is Igor. Не is seventeen. He left school last year and now he's a student of the University. Igor is a future economist. Igor is a first year student.  He does not have much free time but if he has he likes to spend it in a good company. Igor and his friends like to listen to good music, to dance, to watch new films and discuss them and do many other interesting things.

   We often go to the cinema, to the ca​fes, concerts and shows.

Igor is a good friend.  He's always ready to help everybody who needs. My friend knows a lot of interesting facts about music, famous people and history. He is fond of driving . Now his car is not very new and beautiful but he hopes to buy another in future.

   I'm happy to have such a good friend as Igor.

Our House and Flat

   I live in a new nine-stoned block of flats in Pushkin  street.  In
front of the house there is a children's playground and a small garden. We like to spend our time there. Our flat is on the fourth floor. It is very comfortable. We have all modem conveniences, such as central heating, electricity, gas, cold and hot running water and a telephone. There are three rooms m our flat, a living room and two bedrooms.
   Our living room is the largest in the flat. It is nicely furnished. Against the wall you can see a nice cupboard.  There is a colour TV-set in the corner. In the opposite cor​ner there is a sofa and two armchairs. The piano is on the right. There are two pictures above the piano. Near it there is a bookcase.  We are fond of books and have plenty of them at home. 

       On the floor we have a nice thick carpet. The curtains on the window match the wallpaper. All this makes the room cosy.

     Our bedrooms are also very nice and cosy. The parents' bed​room is larger than the children's. There are two beds, a bedside table, some chairs and a wardrobe in it. There is a lovely carpet on the floor between the beds.

    The children's bedroom is just across the corridor on the right. Here you can see two sofa-beds where my sister and I sleep at night and have a rest in the day-time. There is also a writing-table, two chairs and some bookshelves here. We use our bedroom as a study where we do our homework. In the corner of the room there is a small table with a tape-recorder on it. We all enjoy listening to music.

      Our kitchen is rather large. There is a gas-stove, a dining table, four stools, a refrigerator and a cup​board in which we keep cups, plates and all our dishes. The kitchen serves us as a dining-room. But when we receive guests or have our family celebrations we have the meals in the living-room.

  We are happy to have such a nice flat and try to keep it clean.

Hobby

    Hobby is a favourite occupation of a person in his free time. I have many friends. They are very different and they have different kinds of hobbies. One of my girl-friends , for example, likes to knit very much. In the evening she sits in the sofa and knit a beautiful pullover or a sweater. She also knits for her little sister, her mother and her girl-friends.

     Another girl-friend of mine spends all her time sewing things: skirts, blouses, dresses. She makes it nicely and she always looks good. 

     One of my friends likes to make everything with his own hands. He can repair an iron, a radio set or a tape-recorder. I think it is a very good hobby.

     Many children and grown-ups are very fond of collection.

Some collect old coins, others collect postcards. As for me, my hobby is collecting stamps. Now I have 5 albums full of stamps, this is more than one thousand of them.  I like to sit at the table in the evening and arrange new stamps of the countries, or just look through the stamps. Each stamp has a story to tell about distant countries and new people. I see pictures of people, birds and animals which I have never seen. King and presidents pass before my eyes and I can follow the history of whole nations. My hobby is not only wonderful but very useful too.

My Future Profession

   Finishing school is the beginning of the independent life for millions of school leavers. Мanу roads are open  before them: technical schools, insti​tutes and universities. But it is not easy thing to choose a profession out of more than 2,000 existing in the world. Some pupils follow the advice of their parents, others can't decide even after leaving school.

  As for me I have made my choice long ago. I want to become a teacher of the Russian language and literature. My choice of this occupation didn't come as a sudden flash. During all school years literature was my favourite subject. I have read a lot of books by Russian and foreign writ​ers. I understand that reading books helps people in self-education and in solving different life problems.

   My parents are also teachers and I know that teaching is very specific and difficult job. Teachers do not only teach their subjects. They develop their pupils’ intellect, form their views and characters, their attitudes to life and to other people. It is a great responsibility. It is not as easy as it may seem at first. But I think that love for children combined with the knowledge I’ll get  at the Institute, would be quite enough to succeed in my work. I’m applying to the Philological Department and I am sure my dream will come true sooner or later.

COUNTRIES

Great Britain

    The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  is situated on the British Isles. They lie to the north –west of Europe. The British Isles  are separated from the continent by the narrow strait of water which is called the English Channel.

   The United Kingdom consist of four parts. England, the central part, occupies the most of the island of Great Britain. To the west lies Wales and to the north the third part of the country, Scotland is situated. The fourth part is called the Northern Ireland and is located on the second Ireland. Each part has its capital. The capital of England is London, Wales has Cardiff, Scotland has Edinburgh and the main city of Northern Ireland is Belfast.

     Great Britain is the country of forests and plains. There are no high mountains in this country. Scotland is the most mountainous region with the highest peak, Ben Nevis. The rivers of Great Britain are not long. The longest rivers are the Thames and the Severn. The capital of the United Kingdom, London, stands on the banks of the Thames. As the country is surrounded by many seas there are some great ports all the seaside: London, Glasgow, Plymouth and others. Wales is a country of lakes. It has the most famous lake in the world -Loch Ness.

    Seas and oceans introduce the British climate which is not too cold in winter but never hot in summer.

     Great Britain is a beautiful country with old traditions and good people.


The Climate and the Nature of Great Britain

     Great Britain is situated on islands. It is washed by seas from all sides.  That's why the climate and the nature of Great Britain is very specific. It is not very cold in winter and never very hot in summer. There is no ice on the lakes and rivers in winter. It rains very often in all seasons. The weather changes very often. Mark Twain said about America "If you don't like the weather in New England, just wait a few minutes" but it is more likely to have been said about England. Besides, Brit​ain is famous for its fogs. Sometimes fogs are so thick that it is impossible to see anything within 2 or 3 metres.

   The nature of the British Isles is picturesque. There are many rivers and very beautiful lakes, but there are no great forests in the British hies. The mountains there are not very high, but very beautiful.

   The most picturesque part of  the country is Highlands in the North. This is a region of  plains and rivers, small towns and . villages. In Wales there are also many beautiful mountains and valleys. The high​est mountain in Wales is Snowdon.

     Everyone one who comes to England  says that it looks like one great beautiful park The Englishmen love their coun​try and take care of it. They are very fond of hedges. They prefer hedges to ordinary fences. The hedges are very beautiful in different seasons.

America
    The United States of America is one of the greatest countries in the world.  It is situated on the North America continent and is washed by two oceans, the Pacific and the Atlantic. The U S A boarders only two coun​tries - Canada and Mexico.

   This great country has a lot of mountains, rivers, lakes. The main mountains are the Appalachi and the Cordilierra. The longest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri. The climate of the country is very change​able. In the southern part it is sub​tropical while the northern pan has a very cold weather in winter.
  America has fifty states and one Federal district of Columbia where the capital of the country is situated. The capital of the USA is Washington. It stands on the Potomac river in the east​ern part of the country. The main cit​ies are located at the Pacific end At​lantic coasts. New-York, the larg​est city of the country, is situated on Manhattan island. Other large cities are San-Francisco, Los-Angeles, Detroit, Chicago, Phoenix and Dallas.
   The USA is a country of highly developed industry and agriculture. The main industrial centres are Chi​cago and Detroit, with their greatest automobile company “General Motors”. 

    There many farms with various agricultural products. Grains, fruit and vegetables  are grown on numerous fields,  especially in the South.
     The USA is a country with great holidays, customs and traditions. It is one of the most beautiful and inter​esting countries in the world.

Russia

    The vast territory of The Russian Federative Republic lies in the Eastern part of  Europe and in the Northern part of Asia. It is one of the largest counties in the world.

   Russia is washed by the seas of the Pacific, the Arctic Oceans, as well as by the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea and the Sea of Azov. On land Rus​sia borders Finland, Latvia, Byelorussia, Ukraine, Georgia,  Kazakhstan,  Mongolia, Chine and other countries.

     The Sand of Russia varies a lot from heavy forests to bare deserts, from high peaked mountains to wide valleys. There are various types of climate on the territory of Russia.

   Russia is a land of  long  rivers and deep lakes. The broad Volga River sys​tem is of great historic, economic and cul​tural importance to Russia. It became the cradle of such ancient towns as Vladimir, Tver, Yaroslavl, Kazan,  Nizhny Novgorod.  Numerous canals join all the rivers in the European part of Russia, making it the European's largest inland wafer transportation route. The Volga river runs in the Caspian Sea, which is in reality, the largest lake in the world. The Baikal is the deepest lake in the world.
   The European part of Russia is densely populated. There are a lot of cities, towns and villages there.
   Russia is reach in natural resources. It has deposits of coal, oil natural gas, iron ore, gold, nickel, etc.
    The history of Russia dates back to the year 862. Now Russia is a Presidential Republic. Russia has always played an important role in the world. It is one of its leading Powers.

CITIES AND TOWNS

London

     London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and cul​tural centre. It is one of the largest cities in the world. Its population is more than 11 million people.  London is situated on the river Thames. The city is very old and beautiful.  It was founded more than two thousand years ago.
    Traditionally London is divided into several parts: the City; the West End and the East End. The City is the oldest part of  London, its financial and business centre. The West End is the part where rich  people live. It is the most beautiful part of London. The best hotels, restaurants, shops, clubs, parks and houses are situated there. The East End is an industrial dis​trict of London. There are many fac​tories and the Port of  London is there.    

    London has many places of in​terest. One of them is the Houses of Parliament, the seat of the British Government. There one can see a famous Clock Tower Big Ben, the symbol of London. Big Ben is really the bell which strikes every quarter of an hour.    

  Another place which can strike you most is Buckingham Palace. It's the residence at the Queen. There are many other places of interest in London Trafalgar Square, Regent's Park, Westminster Abbey and, of course, the British Museum. We can't describe all the places of interest. The best way to know London is to visit it..
London Places of Interest

     There are a lot of places of inter​est in London. Among them are Westminster Abbey, Houses of Parlia​ment, Buckingham Palace, St. Paul's Cathedral, London Bridge, the Tower of London. London stands on the river Thames. Crossing the river by the Tower Bridge you can see the Tower of London. It is one of the oldest buildings of the city. Many centuries ago it was a fortress, a royal palace and then a prison. Now it is a museum of arms. On the bank of the Thames, not far from the Tower of London you can see Westminster Palace, or the Houses of Parliament. It is the seat of the Brit​ish government and it is one of the most beautiful buildings in London. In one of its towers there is the famous Big Ben, the largest clock of England. It strikes every quarter of an hour. Buckingham Palace is the Queen's official London residence. Tourists always go to see the cer​emony of changing the Guard there. London has many fine squares. Some of them are quiet, others are busy like Trafalgar Square. Trafalgar Square is the central square of the city To the right of the square there is the National Gallery which has a fine collection of Europian paintings.

      St. Paul's Cathedral is the big​gest English church. Another famous church is Westminster Abbey where kings, queens, and many famous people are burned.

   London is also famous for its beautiful parks. Hyde Park is the most democratic park m the world, as anyone can say anything he likes there. Regent's Park is the home of Lon​don Zoo.

    I'd like to see it all myself.  

Cities and Towns of Great Britain

    Great Britain is a highly developed industrial country, and most of the people there live in large towns. Naturally, the capital comes first among the country’s biggest industrial cities. Lots of things such as clothes, food, planes and cars are made in London

     Birmingham is the biggest town in the centre of England. Machines, cars and lorries are made here. TV-and radio-sets are also produced in Birmingham.

    Manchester is an industrial capital of the North of England. It is a  very old city. It is the centre of cotton industry. Manchester was the first city in Great Britain to build an airport in 1929. 

    Edinburg is the capita! of Scot​land.  It is one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Its main at​tractions are the Floral clock made of growing flowers and the Edinburg Art Festivals the annual summer  performances оf operas, dancing, mu​sic and drama.

     Glasgow is another great Scottish city. It is famous for its shipyards. Glasgow is a great industrial city and also a centre of Scottish culture.

     Cardiff is the capital of Wales. It is a big port and ships come here from over the world 

     Cambridge and Oxford are the oldest universities towns in Great Britain. Many great men studies in these universities: Cromvell, Newton, Byron, Darwin and others.

The Largest Cities of the USA

 There are very many large cities m the USA. Washington, be capital of the United States of America, is situated on the Potomac River. 1n comparison with such ancient histori​cal cities as, say, Rome, London, Mos​cow or Paris, Washington is quite young. The capital owes much to the first President of the USA - George Washington. It was G Washington, who chose the place for the capital and laid in 1790 the corner-stone of the Capitol, where Congress sits.

 Washington has many historical places.  The largest and tallest among the buildings is the Capitol with its great House of Representatives and the Senate chamber. There are no sky​scrapers in Washington because no other building must be taller that the Capitol. 

New York is the largest city m the USA and the biggest sea-port. It is situated in the mouth of the Hudson River.  New York was founded by the Dutch. It is interesting to know that Manhattan Island – the central part of New York - was bought from the local Indians for 24 dollars by the Dutch.  That was the most profitable commercial deal in the US history. Today Manhattan is the heart of business and commercial life of the country. New York is the city. of sky-scrapers.  The highest of them is the 102-storey building.

There are many other places of interest in New York: Central Park, Times Square, Rockefeller Centre, the shopping districts and the United Na​tions Building. In Manhattan at Broadway there is Columbia University, one of the biggest universities of the USA.

Another large city of  the USA. is Boston, one of the first cities which were built on the Atlanta coast of America. It is an important port and a financial and cultural centre. It has three universities.

Chicago is one of the biggest industrial cities m the USA and the sec​ond largest after New York
Los Angeles, in California, is a centre of modern industries Not far from Los Angeles is Hollywood, the centre of the US film business.
Moscow, the Capital of Russia

   Moscow is the capital of Russia.  It is the a main political, economic, educational and cultural centre of this country. Moscow is the seat of our Government. President of Russia lives and works there.

  Moscow is situated on the Moskva river. The city was founded more than 800 years ago by Yuri Dolgoruki

  There are many places of inter​est in our capital. The heart of Mos​cow is Red Square. The Moscow Kremlin and St. Basil’s Cathedral are masterpieces of Russian architecture.  For those who are fond of art the best place to visit is the Tretyakov Gallery or the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts. The Gallery contains hun​dreds of masterpieces not only of Rus​sian art but also of many other coun​tries. Moscow is proud of the Bolshoi, Maly and Art theatres. Moscow is a scientific centre, too. 

   The Academy of Sciences of Rus​sia, the oldest university, many schools of higher education, colleges and scientific institutions are located there.

   Moscow is a very beautiful city. It has a great number of green parks, large squares and wide streets. There are lots of museums and the​atres, cinemas and exhibitions in Mos​cow. Many concerts, shows, festi​vals, presentations take place every day in our capita!

   Moscow is the largest city in Russia and one of the largest cities in the world. More then 8 million people live and work there. There arc very many  plants and factories m Moscow that produce motor cars, T V-sets, watches, toys and other goods.

     Four airports connect Moscow wit other parts of our country and many other countries of the world. There are 9 railway .stations m Moscow. People from all parts of the world want to visit this beautiful city. I have been to Moscow many times and I am proud of my capital.

St. Petersburg

   This year I visited Petersburg, one of the most beautiful cities in the world. St Petersburg was founded by Peter the Great on the marshland alone, the Neva banks as a gateway to Europe and the sea. Since then the city has changed its names several times before coming back to the origi​nal one.

    St Petersburg is indeed a won​derful city with its magnificent architectural ensembles, granite embankment, unique historical and cultural monuments, museums and bridges.

    If you stop on the Palace Bridge and  look around, you'll be fascinated  by the splendour of colours: the lemon yellow of the Admiralty building, the bluish green of the Winter Palace and the warm red of the old University's buildings.

   On the right  bank of the Neva one can see  the Peter-and-Paul Fortress. Almost  from the first day of its  existence the fortress has served as a prison for political criminals. . Now the fortress is a historical and archi​tectural museum-monument.
   0n the left bank of the river the Winter Palace, the former residence-of the Russian tsars, stands in Palace Square, the central and the most pic​turesque square of the city. The masterpiece of the Winter Palace was created by Rastrelli in the 18-th cen​tury. After the revolution the pal​ace became a part of the Hermitage. The Hermitage has the richest col​lection of pictures in the world.
    Nevsky Prospect. Petersburg's main street, begins at the Admiralty and runs almost 5 kilometers to the Alexander Nevsky Monastery.  It's the city's theatre land, as well as its shopping and entertainment centre.
    I really enjoyed my trip to Pe​tersburg and would advise everyone to spend his holiday there

My Native Town

     I live in Orel. Orel is quite an old town. It was founded in the middle of the 17-th century. During the Great Patriotic War Orel became the scene of cruel fighting. Since the war the town has risen from ruins and is finer than ever.

     .My town is not very large. There are about three hundred thousand people who live here. I like my town because it's my birth​place. There are many squares, large parks, wide streets with beau​tiful buildings, cinemas, theatres and shops. Every year hundreds of tourists come to Orel. They want to visit the famous historical places of the town and other places of in​terest.

  The main street of our town is not very long but it has a lot of modern and old buildings, shops, cafes, restaurants and bars.     

     It's very green. There are many cin​emas in our town. Today people go to the cinema not so often as be​fore but young people like to do it. We are proud of our museums historical and art.

   Our town is a town of  the youth.  Hundreds of  young people study at many institutes, schools, colleges. We also have sport-grounds, swimming-pools, gymnasiums and other good places where young people may spend their free time. I like my native town very much. I want it always to be beautiful and clean. I'll do every​thing for my town.

The Town Where I Live

       My native town is situated in the Kursk Region. It is an hour ride from Kursk. Some people can't imagine their lives without theatres, multistoried houses and broad avenues all that's typical of every big indus​trial city

  There are no theatres, multistoried houses and broad avenues in my town, but still I do like it be​cause I was born here, my parents live here and I've spent here almost all my life. You may think that the life in provincial town is rather dull and far from being interesting. Perhaps, you are right. But I'll try to prove that this life has got quite a lot of advan​tages.

   Every morning you get up and breathe in fresh air full of various scents which depend on a season: in summer it is a smell of fresh grass and flowers; in winter it is a smell of frost and snow  which covers everything with its white thick duvet. 

    My native town becomes espe​cially beautiful in early spring when there is a great many rose-shrubs in flower-beds and everything is in blos​som. This time I like to tramp down the streets lined with chestnuts, moun​tain-ashes and limes. Those who want to have some entertainment can go to the Recreation Park that is famous for its carrousels and all sorts of side-shows. Those who prefer dancing may go to a disco. It's rather popular with young people es​pecially teenagers.

     It's a pity we have no concert  halls or theatres but you may go to the cinema and watch film there. We have lot of opportunities to go in for sports because there are two big sta​diums in the town. I quite forgot to tell you that there are some good ca​fes in my town, you can call at any of them. I am sure you'll like it there if you want to have some ice-cream or coffee or just have a talk with your friends

POLITICAL SYSTEM

UK Political System

     The United Kingdom of Great Britain is a monarchy. The power of the Queen of Great Britain, Elizabeth П is not. Her powers are limited by the Parliament.

     The legislative branch, the Par​liament consists of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.
     The executive branch consists of the central Government - that is the Prime Minister and the Cabinet, who are responsible for initiating and di​recting the national policy
     The judiciary branch is indepen​dent of both the legislative and the ex​ecutive ones

   The Government derives its au​thority from the elected House of Com​mons. A general election, for all seats in the House of Commons, must be held at least every five years. The Government is normally formed by the political party which is supported by the majority in the House of Commons. The party’s leader is appointed the Prime Minister by the Queen and chooses a team of ministers.
   The second largest party be​comes the Official Opposition with its own leader and “Shadow Cabinet”. The House of  Lords is a hereditary Chamber. In Great Britain there is no written constitution, only customs, traditions and precedents.

The State Structure of the USA

      The United States of America is a federative republic. From 1959 the Federation comprises 50 stales. The president is the head of the state and of the executive departments. He is also the commander-in-chief of the army and Navy of the USA. The president and vice-president art elected for a term of four years.
All legislative powers are vested in Congress, which consists of the Senate  and the House of Representa​tives. There are 100 senators and 435 members in the House of Repre​sentatives. The Senators are elected by popular vote for a term of six years  two   from  each  state,  the Representatives are elected for two-years terms. Both houses must ap​prove the bill for it to became a law.    

   An essential role in the US political system is played by the Supreme Court, which may declare a law, passed by a Congress, to be contra​dictory to the Constitution of the Coun​try.

  The various states have legislative and executive bodies of their own. Their structure, function and competence are determined by the Constitution of each state. There is an elected governor at the head of each state. States enjoys independence in their domestic affairs, including fi​nancial matters. However state laws and actions of state authorities must not conflict with the Constitution of the USA.

RF State System

    The Russian Federative Repub​lic is set up by the Constitution of 1993. Under the Constitution Russia is a Presidential Republic. The fed​eral government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. Each of them us checked and balanced by President. The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembly. It consists of two chambers. The Upper Cham​ber is the Council of Federation. The Lower Chamber is the State Duma. Each Chamber is headed by a speaker.

     The President serves as the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, he makes treaties, enforces fed​eral laws, may veto a bill approved by the Federal Assembly. The members of the Federal As​sembly are elected by popular vote for a four-year period.

   The executive power belongs to the Government which is headed by the Prime Minister.

   The judicial branch is repre​sented by the Constitutional Court.
Today the state symbol of Rus​sia is a three coloured banner. It has three horizontal stripes white, blue and red. The white stripe symbol​izes the earth, the blue one stands for the sky, and the red one symbolizes lib​erty. It was the first state symbol that replaced the former symbols in 1991. The hymn of Russia is "The Patriotic Song" by Glinka. A new national emblem is a two headed eagle. It is the most ancient sym​bol of Russia. It originates from the heraldic emblem of the Ryricovitchies.

MASS MEDIA

UK Newspapers

      In Great Britain there are no of​ficial control over the newspapers. The government does not exercise any official control over the newspa​per industry and most of the English newspapers are very proud of their pe​culiarities, their individual styles. And although every newspaper has a definite profile, they can be classified into two main groups: quality and popular newspapers.

    Quality newspapers are seri​ous, national newspapers. They are '"Financial Times", 'The Times", “The Daily Telegraph".  "The Daily Telegraph" contains reports on na​tional and  international  news, gives a full covering of sports  and other topics. "Financial Times” is read mainly by professional and business people as it contains a comprehensive coverage of industry, commerce and public affairs. “The limes" is the most famous newspaper. It is not actually the oldest newspaper in Britain., but some years ago it cel​ebrated its two hundred birthday. "The Times" gives a wide cover​age of news events and reports on social life, the arts, education, etc.

  Popular newspapers are smaller  in size and contain many photographs. Unlike quality newspapers popular newspapers are not so serious and their stories tend to be sensational.    

   Popular newspapers are "Daily Express", "Daily Mirror"» "The Sun" . “The Sun" has the largest circulation among daily newspaper.

Press in Russia

Newspapers and magazines play a great and very important role in the life of a modern man. Reading a newspaper you can get information about the events that have taken or are going to take place in this country and abroad. You can also read articles about historical events and public figures of the past. The pages of newspapers carry articles in our economy, industry, agriculture and social life. Practically all newspapers also give radio and TV programs, weather forecast.

    Today Russia can be proud of the variety of newspapers circulating throughout the country. One can find newspapers of all kinds: national and local, official and private, quality and popular, newspaper issued for children, teenagers, for all kind of fans: sport-fans, car-fans, music-fans, etc. The freedom of press has become actual and real today. Most of the newspapers can boast their independence, their individual styles, their peculiarities.

    Usually there are four or eight pages in a newspaper, but some newspapers have twelve or sixteen pages. There is no need to read all the articles. People can look through the newspapers and read the columns they are interested in. Every newspaper has its readers. I prefer to read “Komsomolka”. 

    Besides the newspapers, there is a lot of magazines in our country. 

EDUCATION

Schooling in Britain

All children in Britain must go to school. They must start when they are five and stay until they are sixteen.

In lower classes, children study more or less the same subjects as children in other countries. When they are about ten, they start to prepare for an examination called the "eleven-plus exam". They take this exam when they are about eleven years old. The results of this examination decide which type of secondary school they will go to next autumn.

Today there are a lot of new schools in which eleven-plus examinations are not taken. At the same time there are other schools, they are only for those children whose parents are rich people. They can pay a lot of money for their children's schooling.

Schools in Britain have longer terms and shorter holidays than schools in some other countries. They have six or seven weeks' holiday in summer. Other holidays are at Christmas and Easter (in winter and in spring).

English schools

   In Great Britain children begin to go to school at the age of five. First they study at infant schools. In these schools they learn to draw with coloured pencils and paints. They also make figures out of plasticine and work with paper and glue. They play much because they are very young. Later they begin to learn letters and to read, write and count. 

     At the age of seven English schoolchildren go to junior schools. They do many subjects: English and Maths, History and Music, Natural History and Drawing, Handycrafts, French and Latin. They do not go to school as early as we do, but stay there longer. 

     The first lesson usually starts at 9 o’clock. There are three lessons with short breaks of 10 minutes between them and then an hour break for lunch. After lunch they have two more lessons which are over by half past three.

    If you have a look at an English pupil’s school record you will see that the marks in it differ from the marks we have. Our schoolchildren get fives, fours, threes, twos and ones. At English schools there are marks from 1 up to 10 and at some schools from 1 to 100.

   Junior schools ends at the age of 11 and secondary schools begins. At the age of 16 schoolchildren take their exams.

Education in the USA

   The American system of school education differs from the systems in other countries. There are state pub​lic schools, private elementary schools and private secondary schools. Public schools are free and private schools are fee-paying. Each state has its own system of public schools

   Elementary education begins at the age of six or seven, when a child goes to the first grade (form). At the age of sixteen schoolchildren leave the el​ementary school and may continue their education at one of she secondary schools or high schools, as they call them. The program of studies m the elementary school includes English, Arithmetic, Geography, History of the USA, Natural sciences and, besides, Physical Training, Singing, Drawing, wood or metal work, etc. Sometimes they learn a foreign language and gen​eral history.

   Besides giving general education some high schools teach subjects use​ful to those who hope to find jobs in in​dustry and agriculture or who want to enter colleges or universities. After graduating from secondary schools a growing number of Americans go on to higher education.

   The students do not take the same courses. During the first two years they follow a basic programs. It means that every student must select at least one course from each of the basic fields of study:  English, Natural sciences, Modem languages. History or Physical education. After the first two years every student can select sub​jects according to his professional in​terest.

   The National Government gives no direct financial aid to the institutions of higher education. Students must pay a tuition fee. This creates a financial hardship for some people. Many of the students have to work to pay their expenses.

Americans place a high value on education. That's why Kennedy said, "Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our progress in education".

Education in Russia

    Everyone in our country has the right to education. It is said in our Constitution. But it is not only a right, it is a duty, too. Every boy and every girl in Russia must go to school, that is they must get a full secondary educa​tion.  So, when they are 6 or 7 years old they begin to go to school. There are thousands of schools in Russia.
There are schools of general edu​cation, where the pupils study Russian (or a native language), Literature, Math​ematics. History, Biology, Geography, Music, Foreign languages. There is also a number of specialized schools, where the pupils get profound knowl​edge of foreign languages, or Maths, or Physics.

   After finishing 9 classes of the secondary school the young people can continue their education at different kinds of vocational or technical schools, colleges. They not only learn general subjects, but receive a speciality there.
   Having finished a secondary, or a vocational, or a technical school, young people can start working, or they may enter an institute or a university. By the way, some people think, that professional training makes it easier to get a higher education. As for high schools, there are a lot of them in our country. Some of them train teach​ers, others - doctors, engineers, archi​tects, actors and so on. Many insti​tutes have evening and extra-mural de​partments. That gives the students an opportunity to study at an institute with​out leaving their jobs at plants or facto​ries.

Our School

    Our school is not very big. It's a modern two-storied building of a typical design. In front of the school there is a big sports-ground, behind it there a small garden with beautiful flower​beds. Here on the sports-ground pu​pils have their classes in physical train​ing when the weather is fine.
   When you enter the school you will see a large gymnasium and work​shops on the left. On the right there is a dining-room. The cloak-room is downstairs.

   The classrooms, the laboratories, the doctor’s  room, the library, the Teach​ers' room are on. the upper floors.  On the waits of the corridors you can see portraits of famous scientists, writers, outstanding people of our country. There are light curtains on the win​dows and many flowers on the window- sills. The halls are full of sunlight.
Entering a classroom you'll find three rows of desks, a teacher's table, a blackboard and a book-case. You'll also see different pictures, diagrams and wall-newspapers. 
   At school we have classrooms for foreign languages. Our English classroom is on the second floor. English classes are very interesting. The younger pupils learn many po​ems and songs. We read texts and speak English. We learn many facts about English -speaking countries, about traditions and customs of their people. We read about (famous people, speak about writers and read extracts from their books.

    I like my school very much.

Subjects We Do at School

     We do quite a lot of subjects at school. They ate: Physics, Mathematics, Biology. Literature, Russian, English, History of this country and many other subjects. It is rather difficult to go to school when a school-leaver, we have so much to do.

    I know that all the subjects are important and they all must be paid attention to, but still I didn’t like exact sciences. I spend much time on doing them at home. However hard I tried all those formulas and definitions were mixed up in my head and I couldn’t 
Make it out after all. So I had nothing to do ,but sit for two or three hours swotting Physics, Chemistry and Maths.

   My favourite subjects are Literature, History, English, I read English books, try to translate some articles from the newspaper “Moscow news” from  English into Russian and vice versa. I have some English books and they are of great help to me when I study English grammar and do some exercises. At our English lesson we read quite a lot of dull texts from our textbooks . But in my view, written text and textbooks are not important. The best way to improve your language skills and habits is to work at a language laboratory. I spend plenty of time listening to the tapes, imitating the sounds and intonations of the native speakers of English. I am working hard at my pronunciation because my teacher said it was my weak point.

    I decided to take my entrance exams to the Institute because I want to know English. Nowadays it’s impossible to do without foreign languages. Besides one can’t be a learned and well-educated person if one doesn’t know at least one foreign language.

At an English Lesson
I am a pupil of the ninth form. I study at school 14 in Orel. Pupils at our school learn different foreign languages: English, French and German. I learn English.
I have my English three times a week  Every Monday and Friday I take my English text-book, vo​cabulary and exercise-book and go to my English lesson.

     The bell rings and the teacher and the pupils come into the classroom. We sit down at our desks, open our text books and exercise-books and the lesson begins.  During the lesson we listen to the tape recorder, ask each other questions and speak out on what we have heard. Sometimes it is a story, sometimes it is a dialogue or a conversation  They are not very long but are always very interesting. We speak English a lot, but we read texts from our text-book, too. We also write sentences on the blackboard, learn grammar rules and do exercises at the lesson.  Two times a month we have our home reading lesson. At this les​son we speak about what we have read and discuss interesting places from our book

I never get bad marks in my En​glish because 1 always prepare my home lessons well.  I like my English les​sons very much and come to them with joy.

SOCIAL and CULTURAL LIFE OF PEOPLE

English Traditions

   Every country and every nation has its own traditions and customs. You cannot speak about England without speaking about its traditions and customs. Englishmen are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up.
  The English are stay-at-home peop1e. "There is no place like home", they say. When they don't work they like to spend their days off at home with heir families. Englishmen are very fond of fire-place, that's why many of hem prefer the open fire to central

heating. They like to live in small houses with a small garden.   

    People all over he world know the saying "The Englishman's home is his castle"
    They say that English people keep traditions even in meals. Por-ridge is the dish Englishmen are very fond of. Many of them eat porridge with milk and sugar for breakfast. As for the Scotch, for example, they never put sugar in their porridge, they always put salt in it.

   By the way breakfast time in England is between seven and nine. Then, between 12 and 2 there comes lunch time. In some English houses lunch is the biggest meal of the day - they have meat or fish, vegetables, fruit or pudding. In the afternoon, at tea-time the English like to have a cup of tea with milk. Some Englishmen have their dinner late in the evening. For din​ner they have soup, fish or meat, veg​etables, pudding or fruit. For supper they usually have a glass of milk and a cake or a cup of tea and sandwich.

   The English are tea-drinkers. They have it many times a day. Some Englishmen have tea for breakfast, tea in lunch time, tea after dinner, tea at tea-time and tea with supper. Some English families have “high tea” or big tea and no supper. For “high tea” they may have cold meat, bread and butter, cakes, and, of course, a lot tea. The Englishmen always drink tea out of cups, never out of glasses.

A Visit to the Museum

The town I  live in is not very large and there are no big galleries and muse​ums in it. Bui we have a good Natural History museum in our town.
     Last week 1 was on an excursion there. First we listened to a lecture on a history of our region which was very interesting. Then a guide showed us the exposition  of the museum. We walked through its halls looking at dif​ferent stands with exhibits. There were. ancient vases and coins, dishes and bowls, tools and arms. The guide told us about the origin and the age of the ex​hibits and answered our questions. The girls asked questions about national cos​tumes and dishes and the boys were in​terested in arms

The next hall was even more in​teresting. There we saw stuffed ani​mals and birds. It was a small zoo of the region nature. There was also an aquarium full of different fish, tortoises and shells. The collection of miner​als was interesting, too.

I have learned very much from my visit to the museum

ENTERTAINMENT

Music and Outstanding Composers of Great Britain

Henry Purcell (1659 -1695) lived in the 17-th century. He was the founder of the British Opera. His opera "King Arthur" was very popu​lar among the common people. The main idea of this opera was the struggle for the independence of Brit​ain The great influence of Henry Purcell has been seen today in the works of Benjamin Britain.

    В. Britain is a well-known Brit​ish composer (1913-1976). He has composed a large amount of music of all kinds, also operas and choral works. His music is very expressive. One of his greatest works is the op​era "Peter Grimes". It is an exiting story about a poor fisherman who is falsely accused and driven out of his na​tive village.

   Britain has also good traditions of folk music. There are traditional folk clubs in most towns.

   Modern music is also of great popularity. Most talented and fa​mous composers of contemporary life are John Lennon and Paul Mc. Cartny -the founder of the legendary group "The Beatles", whose music still in​fluences new generations.

American Music

   Since the United States were settled by Europeans, it is not surpris​ing that classical music and folk songs were brought over from that continent. Beethoven, Brahms, Debusay, Tchaikovsky, Starinsky. Bach, Mozart and Verdi are but a few names of Eu​ropean composers often been on or​chestra or opera programs.   

   English, Irish. Scottish folk songs are sung very often and have been sung in America by so many generations that Americans are not even contious (hat these songs are of foreign origin).

   But 'he greater contribution to American music, however, has been made by the Negroes in the South. Ne​gro songs are now part of the nation's most precious musical heritage. Perhaps the Negro's greatest contribution to American music has been jazz and rhythm-and-blues. Most contemporary music works root deeply in those styles. After the. civil War some of the brass instru​ments of the Confederate military bands fell into the hands of the Ne​groes, and the result was all kinds of rhythmical and melodic experiments. Thus jazz, free of conventions and written arrangements, was born. Such composers as Aaron Copland and George Gershwin  in America and Stravinsky in Europe have been influ​enced by American jazz. And one can say that rhythm-and-blues was the beginning of modem dancing music

Music in Our Life
   People can not live without mu​sic. They can listen to the music ev​erywhere even in the forest, when they walk and hear birds singing.
 Musk can be classical and mod​ern. Classical music is performed by symphonic orchestras in the great halls. There are a lot of famous composers whose music is played nowadays. Classical music is serious and re​quires good understanding or it may seem to be boring and dull.

   Most of the people prefer mod​em music. Modern music is performed by TV end radio. Modern music has different kinds pop, rock, disco, rap, techno end others. Young people like techno and disco. Older people are fond of jazz, rock and pop. There are a lot of singers or music bands who per​forms this or that kind of music. Everybody knows the founders of rock mu​sic. They are the "Beatles" and Elvis Pries. Now there are a lot of discs and records of different performers.
   The last achievement in music production is clip. Musical clips are short films accompanied by melody. It may be a short story about what the song is or simply a great number of different

shows. People like to watch clips because it s not only listening to music but also watching interesting things. I'm food of music and like to listen to it for it helps me to have good relaxation.

At the Theatre
     There are not many theatres in my town but they are all very popular with the public. I am a theatre lover, too.  As for me, I prefer drama to all other theatres, but I like opera and musical comedy, too

   I'll never forget my first visit to the Opera and Ballet Theatre. My friend and I wanted to see the famous ballet Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky.  We bought the tickets in advance and came to the theatre half an hour be​fore the show. At 7 sharp the per​formance began. From the very first minute I was deeply impressed by ev​erything I saw on the stage. The cos​tumes were fine. The dancing and music was thrilling. The ballet seemed to me a fairy-tale. I had never seen anything more wonderful. My friend also enjoyed every minute of it.

  When the curtain fell at the end of the performance there came a storm of applause. I seemed that it would never end. The dancers received call after call. They were presented with large bouquets of flowers. We also applauded enthusiastically. The performance was a great suc​cess.

At the Cinema

     I like to go to the cinema. When I have free time I always go to see some new film. When I want to go to the cinema I usually look in the program what films are on. Then I phone my friends and we discuss what films to see. We prefer feature films but also enjoy cartoons and popular science films. To see a good love story, musical or detective film is a very pleasant way of spending free time. There are many talented actors and actresses in our country. My favourite actor is Oleg Yankovsky. My favourite actress is Natalia Gundareva. They played the lead​ing parts in many films and I always enjoy their superb acting.

  The last film I saw was the screen version of the novel "Gone with the Wind" by Margaret Mitchell. It's an old film but still it en​joys great popularity. There are many famous American actors  and in it  with Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable starring. I  was deeply impressed by their acting and the film itself. It hasn't lost its visual splendor by the passage of time.

HOLIDAYS AND VACATIONS

UK  Holidays

There are many holidays in Great Britain. The main are Christmas and Bank holidays.

   Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December and symbolizes the birthday of Christ.  This day is marked by setting the fur-tree and decorating it with different toys and candles. Chil​dren wait for Santa Claus who comes to comes to every house and brings presents. Going to bed children leave their stockings and shoes to receive presents the next morning. There are a lot of parties organized by people to celebrate this wonderful holiday. Young people like to spend it together in good com​panies. There are a lot of tun and jokes on that  day.
    Meeting the New Year Eve is held in family in England. Some people in Scotland go outside and meet New Year on squares singing songs or dancing . The first man coming to you after the New Year Eve may bring you luck, especially if he comes with a piece of bread and coal. Bread symbolizes wealth and coal - warmth. Children like this holiday very much. They go from house to house, sing songs and con​gratulate people. People treat them candies or give them little money. 

    Bank holidays are celebrated four times a year. This day is the day off for everybody because all banks and all places of business are closed. Englishmen spend this holiday in the country. 

Holidays in Russia

   There are dates and events in the life of our country that are memorable to every Russian citizen.

   The dates of this kind are: Victory Day, May Day, Constitution Day, the Women’s Day, Independence Day. These are national holidays, people do not work on these days.

   The most memorable date is the Victory Day which is kept on the 9-th of May. On this day we celebrate the anniversary of the victory over fascism in the World War II.

    May Day is regarded as the day of solidarity of the workers of the world, This day commemorate the tragic events of the years 1884-1888 in Chicago when workers were fighting for their rights.

    The Women’s Day, celebrated on the 8-th of March, is like Mother’s Day in Great Britain. On this day you can see many men buying or carrying flowers. Children get their mothers presents, or send them postcards if they are away from home.

   Recently new national holidays have appeared. They are of religious origin. They are: Christmas and Eas​ter. In Russia Christmas is celebrated on 7-th of January. In Europe and in the USA it is marked on December 25th. On Christmas people celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

    Easter symbolizes the Resurrec​tion of Jesus Christ. Children like this holiday for traditional brightly painted boiled eggs and special Easter cakes. Easter cakes are sold at ev​en bakery, but home-made ones are al​ways much tastier.

    There is one more holiday which is loved by everybody: children and adults. This is New Year's Eve. People decorate New Year trees with toys and lights and believe that a miracle is a must on this day. On the New Year night people go to a dance, visit their friends or stay at home and watch TV. It's my favourite holiday.

My Summer Holidays

   In summer schoolchildren do not go to school. They have summer holi​days which are three months long. Children don't have to get up early. There is no homework to do and les​sons to learn. That's why they like summer holidays.

    I like summer holidays because I have a lot free time. I never stay in bed long on bright summer morning. Sometimes my friend and I go to the cinema or a concert. Sometimes we just play football or badminton in the yard.

   Every summer I go to the country with my grandmother for a week or two. I help granny to work in the kitchen garden or to look after chickens and ducks. In the village I often go on long bike rides with my cousins. Sometimes we go fishing.  I like to go to the beach in the morning when it is not too hot. I swim, sunbathe and play with my friends on the bank of the river. If my uncle is not very busy he takes my cousin and me on a hike in the forest. I like sleeping in a tent, sitting by the fire and singing song. Summer holidays are never too long for me.   

My Winter Holidays
   Winter holidays are shorter than summer ones. They begin in the end of December and last about two weeks. It is so nice to have a rest from school. During winter holidays we celebrate  New Year Eve and Christmas. There are New Year parties for children at schools and theatres. Cinemas show children films and cartoons.

    It is usually very cold in winter, but frost and snow can’t keep children indoors. It’s so great to go skiing down a hill.  Boys like to play hockey on the ice. Many children go to the skating-rings to skate. Small children play snowballs and make snowmen, or ride happily on the sledges.
   When the weather is bad I stay at home and watch TV. There is al​ways something interesting on during winter holidays.       

   Sometimes my friends come to see me and we play computer games or listen to music. There is also more time for reading, drawing, making model planes and other hobbies.
    Holidays pass quickly and soon it's time to go to school again.
SPORTS 

Sports in Great Britain

    Sport plays such a large part in British life that many idioms in the En​glish language have come from the world of  sport. For example "to play the game" means "to be fair" and "that's not cricket” means  “that’s not fair".
   Тhе British are proud that many sports originated from their country and then spread throughout the world. The national British sports are: football, golf, cricket, table tennis, lawn tennis,
darts, racing.
    The most popular sport in Brit​ain is football.  A lot of people sup​port their local clubs at matches on Saturday afternoons or watch the matches live on television.

 Golf is Scotland's chief contri​bution to British sport.

English people love cricket. Cricket is played in schools, col​leges, universities, in most towns and villages. Test matches with other countries are held regularly.
   Tennis is played by both men and women either in exclusive tennis clubs or on public tennis courts. People all over the world know Wimbledon as the centre of lawn ten​nis. The Wimbledon champion​ships, in which the leading rackets of the world compete, is held annual in a southern suburb of London.
   Englishmen like racing. There are all  kinds of racing in En-gland: horse-racing, motor-car racing, boat- racing, dog-racing, donkey-rac​ing. The most famous boat race in England is between the Oxford and Cambridge. It is rowed over a course on the river Thames. Thou​sands of people go to watch it.
  You see, all sports are very popular among British.

Sports in England.
The English are great lovers of sports. When they are neither playing nor watching games, they like to talk about them. When they cannot do that, they like to think about sports.

England was the motherland of a number of games. These games are now played all oven the world. Football is the best example.

It is the most popular sport in Britain. It is played in most of the schools. And there are thousands of teams for young people all over ihb country.

Most secondary schools have playgrounds. Boys play football in winter and cricket in summer as a normal school activity. Schoolgirls play tennis. Hockey is also popular at schools.

Swimming is a very popular sport in British schools. To find time every day for swimming some boys and girls hurry home after school. They do their homework and then hurry to the swimming-pool. When their swimming practice is over, they go home for supper and go early to bed.

Sport in Our Life

    People in all over the world are fond of sports and games. Sport makes people healthy, keeps them fit, more organized and better disciplined. Some people go in for their health and some for professional aims.

   There are many stadiums, sport grounds, swimming pools, football fields in each town. Practically all kinds of sports are popular in this coun​try but football, figure-skating and ten​nis enjoy the greatest popularity. A lot of people are fond of jogging.  In the morning and in the evening we can see people jogging in the parks, stadi​ums and even in the streets. In every school pupils spend much time going in for sports. First of all they have their physical training lessons. And when school is over they may train at differ​ent sports clubs and sections in differ​ent kinds of sport         

   Professional sport is also paid much attention to in this country. Ev​ery year there are a lot of sport compe​titions, sport day and Olympiads. Once in four years the Olympic Games take place m different countries. There are Summer and Winter Olympic Games. This is a great sport competition of the best sportsmen in the world.

  As for me I go in for table ten​nis (ping-pong). It needs mobility, liveliness and much energy. It keeps a person in a good form. I have been playing tennis for five years, but the more I play the more I like it.
Olympic Games

The tradition of Olympic Games runs back to Ancient Greece. We know that the first Olympic Games took place m the town of Olympia more than 2700 years ago.
There was no war in the country for these five days when sports compe​titions took place. It was a great ath​letic festival of wrestling, foot-racing, discus throwing and others. The Games were organized and held up to the year of 393. Then, for more than 1700 years nothing more was heard of the Olympiad.

The first modern Olympic Games were  held in Athens in 18' 8. They take place every four year. The Games cannot take place in a country winch is at war. Thai's why there were no Olympic Games during the two world wars.

During the Olympic Games there are tournaments- many kind of sport. Summer competitions take place in summer during the Summer Olympic Games. The winter Olympic Games are held the same year but in a different country.  Famous sportsmen are proud to participate in the Games. They compete in football, basketball, volley ball, boxing, wrestling, lifting, field athletic, gymnastics and many other kinds of sports. At the Winter Olympic Games many teams from different countries lake part in competitions in fig​ure-skating, skiing, free-style, ice-hockey and other winter sports.

    The Olympic Games are very popular in our country. All lovers of sport watch the Games on TV and many of them watch the events live and support our national team.

OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES

Famous People of America

    The fates of many famous people of America has very much in common. Thus, one of the most well-known statesmen of the USA, Abraham Lin​coln, was born in 1809. His father was a poor farmer and the boy had to work much on their small farm. But he read a lot, too. When he grew older he felt a strong interest to law. He became a lawyer and he always tried to use the law to defend people. In 1846 he was elected to the Congress. There he said he was against slavery.
In 1860 he became the President of the USA. In I864 Abraham Lincoln was elected the President again, but a year later he was killed by his enemies in a theatre in Washington.

     The American inventor, Thomas Alva Edison, was born in Ohio in 1847. His family was not rich and the boy's education was limited to three months in the public school. When he was 12 he started work. Several years later Edison learned telegraphy and be​came a telegraph operator.  He wanted to improve the telegraph system and worked very hard at it.

     After a few month of work, he built a transmitter of a new kind. This was his first important invention. The other two of Edison’s greatest inventions were the gramophone and the electric lamp. Edison believed that only work could bring success.

     O’Henry the famous American writers. He is, for instance, a well-known short-story writer had to earn his living from the age of fifteen and he educated himself with the help of friends.

     Another famous American novelist Theodore Driser had to leave school and work at a factory when he was still a boy. Later he became a newspaper correspondent and then he began to write books. He wrote such popular novels as “Sister Carry”, “Financier”, “Titan”.

Outstanding People of Russia

     The contribution of Russian people into the world culture can hardly be overestimated. The mysterious Slavonik soul and curious mind found their expression in masterpieces of literature and arts, music and philosophy, in numerous scientific discoveries.

    The Russian literature is rightly considered to be one of the most humanistic and man-loving in the world. Its roots go back to “The Lay of Igor Hots”, written by an unknown author in the 12th century. 

  The names of Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol, Nekrasov, Turgenev, Bunin, Chekhov, Dostoyevsky, Goncharov, Tolstoy are known world-wide. Even to enumerate the names of writers and poets now considered classic would take considerable time.

   It’s always difficult for contemporaries to judge the literature of the present day, especially in our time of confused values. Yet, the names of Vasiliy Shukshin, Vladimir Vysotsky are meaningful and dear to every Russian. There are others of course: Voznesensky and Evtushenko, Akhmadulina and Okudzhava. They are certainly known nation-wide and read by many.

   The Russian fine arts represented by the names of Brullov, Aivazowsky, Tropinin, Vasnetsov, Shishkin, Levitan. Repin, Serov, Vrubel and others. I happenedto see Vrubel’s work “The Demon” on display at the art gallery. The harmonius combination on the fantastic and the real, the gorgeous colour schemes remained forever appealing to me. Among the modern painters works those by Boris Vasilyev and Ilya Glazunov are more to my liking.

   The father of the Russian science was certainly Michail Lomonosov, a really multitalented person. It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that Lomonosovcreated the Russian physics and chemistry, linguistic, geology and history. Everybody knows the namesof Dmitriy Mendeleyev, Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, Sergey Korolyov, Nikolay Vernandsky, and the greatest citizen, as well as scientist, of our days Andrey Sacharov.

PROMINENT WRITERS

William Shakespeare

     In the history of Great Britain there are a lot of famous names. The name of William Shakespeare is one of them.

    William Shakespeare, the great English poet and dramatist, was born in 1564 in the town of Stradford-on-Avon.

    There were no theatres in England then. Groups of actors traveled from town to town showing performances in the street. Sometimes actors came to Stradford-on-Avon.

    The boy went to see all their shows and liked them very much. He wanted to became an actor. Sometimes he wrote a little plays and staged them with his friends.

    When he was twenty one, William went to London. There he joined a group of actors. At first he only helped actors and then began writing plays for them.

   Soon Shakespeare’s plays were staged more and more and became famous. The theatre where he worked was called “The Globe”. It became the first professional theatre.

   Every knows Shakespeare’s plays. The most famous of them are “Othello”, “Hamlet”, “Romeo and Julet”, “King Lear”. Shakespeare showed the real life and attitude be​tween people. Love and death, friend​ship and treason, devotion and lie are the main ideas of his plays. Shakespeare's works will always be interesting for all people.

Charles Dickens

    Charles Dickens is one of the best English writers. He was born on 7 February 1812. Although his family was not poor by the standards of the time his father was arrested for debt. Little Charles began to work in a blacking warehouse.

    When his father was set free the boy was sent to school, where he did well, and at the age of fifteen began to work in a lawyer’s office. Dickens was 19 when he became a reporter. While he was working for the news​paper "Morning Chronicle" he began to write novels.

      In 1837 "The Pickwick Papers-was published. The book brought him fame and money. He worked very hard and produced many novels. His masterpieces are: "Oliver Twist", "David Coperfield", "Little Dorrit".  All his writings, whether sad or happy, serious or gay are about ordinary people whose life he knew very well.

     Dickens died in 1870 arid was buried in Westminster Abbey. As he had wished on the stone over his grave was nothing but his name "Charles Dickens".

О' Неnry

     O' Henry's real name was William Sydney Porter. He was born in Greensboro, a little town in North Caro​lina in 1862. O' Henry is one of the most widely published American authors.  His works have been translated into nearly every language. He has been call ed "the American Maupassant" and is ranked among the world's outstanding short-story writers. The best of these were published in books: "Cabbages and Kings". "The Four Million", "Heart of the West". "The Voice of the City" and others. The works of O' Henry reflect a specific period in American literature - the turn of the century.
   O' Henry's comments on society had considerable force. His credo was - art should be true, democratic, it should address contemporary life and embrace all aspects of life.
  O' Henry was an outstanding humourist.   He worked out and 

enriched all the types of the short story, the anecdote, the adventure story, tales and sketches. He was most famous for his stories of city life. O' Henry wrote about 150 stories with a New York background.

O’ Henry could work out a plot that would keep the reader in suspense up to the surprising end. He was a born writer of great talent. The con​versation is witty, humorous, and often exact and precise. His works has con​siderable influence on American litera​ture. His love for humanity, for the common people, his critical attitude towards in justice attract readers to the days.

My Favourite Writers

    I'm fond of reading. Usually I borrow books from the library, but I have a lot of them at home too. 1 like to read books about the history of our country, about famous people and detec​tive stories.  Literature means much in my life. It helps to form the charac​ter and to understand life better.
   There are some names in Russian and foreign literature that are very dear to me. In Russian literature I highly appreciate Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev. For me he is a real intellectual and aristocrat, a man of culture, devoted to literature, music and art. Though he lived abroad for a long time he didn't stop to be a Russian writer for a mo​ment. He created a number of na​tional characters in his books. The image of  Turgenev’s woman, deeply feeling, faithful and lender is an ideal of a Russian woman or me. It doesn't lose its charm even today.

     Of the present day writers and poets I like Evgeny Evtushenko, Valentin Rasputin, Valentin Pikul, Boris Vasilyev. Their works are very human and re​alistic. They assert high moral prin​ciples into life. And this is very im​portant nowadays.

   ‘My favourite foreign writer is О’ Henry. In childhood I was deeply impressed by his story “The Last Leaf”.  Since then I bear in my heart the im​age of a young girl suffering from incur​able illness and her friends doing ev​erything they can to give her hope and bring back to life.

PROMINENT PAINTERS

Joseph Turner

    Joseph Turner, the greatest En​glish romantic landscape painter, was born in Covert Garden, London, April, 23, 1775. He was the son of a fash​ionable barber. He started drawing and painting as a small boy. His fa​ther used to sell the boy's drawings to his customers. In such a way he earned money with which his father paid for his lessons in art.

  At the age of 14 he entered the Royal Academy School His water-colours were exhibited at the Royal Academy from the time be was fifteen. At 38 he had set up his own studio. Turner worked at first in water-colours, then in oils.

  Between 1802 and 1809 Turner painted a series of sea-pieces, among them "Sun Rising in Mist". The mas​terpieces of this period "The Lake of Geneva”, "Frosty Morning”, "Crossing the Brook", etc.

   In 1819 Turner get out on his first visit to Italy. During the journey he made about 1500 drawings and in  next few years be painted % series of pictures inspired by what be had seen.
Turner was the master of the air and the wind, of the ram and sunshine, of horizon, of ships and sea. He dis​solved the forms of his landscape in the play of light and shade, be anticipated the work of French Impressionist paintings.

  During his life Turner painted some hundreds of paintings and some thousands of water-colours and draw​ings. On his death Turner’s own en​tire collection of paintings and draw​ings was willed to the nation and they are in National and the Tate Galleries.

John Constable

    John Constable, one of the greatest landscape painters, was born in Clifford, June 11. 1776. He was the son of a wealthy miller.

  He began to take an interest in landscape painting while he was at grammar school.  His father did not favour art as profession. As a boy Constable worked almost secretly, painting in the cottage of an amateur painter. His keen artistic interest was such that his father allowed him to visit London in 1795, where he began to study painting. In 1799 Constable enters the Royal Academy School in London. He was the first landscape painter who considered that  every painter should make his sketches direct from nature, that is working in the open air.
  Constable's art developed slowly. .He tried to make his living by por​traits. His heart was never in this and he achieved no popularity. Con​stable was a realist. He put into his Landscape the cattle, horses, the people working there. He put the smiling meadows, the sparkle of the sun on rain, or the stormy and uncertain clouds. 

   The most notable works of Con​stable are "Flatford Mile", "The White Horse", "The Hay Wain", "Waterloo Bridge", "From Whitehall stairs" and others.

   In England Constable never re​ceived the recognition that he felt was he due. The French were the first to acclaim Constable publicly. His influence upon foreign painting schools has been powerful. Constable may truly be considered the father of mod​ern landscape painting.

SEASONS AND WEATHER

Seasons and Weather(Winter, Spring, Summer, Autumn)

     There are four seasons in the year: winter, spring, summer and autumn. Each of them lasts three months.
In Russia winter is usually a cold season. It often snows, the rivers are frozen. The most unpleasant thing about winter is that the sun sets early and rises late - especially in December and Janu​ary. The days are short, the sky is of​ten grey, nature is sleeping. and sometimes it gets rather boring.

But at the end of March the weather gets gradually milder. The sun shines more brightly. The days become longer. The snow begins melting. Spring comes and nature awakens af​ter a long sleep of waiter. All kinds of plants and flowers come out. The birds return from the South and build mar nests. The farmers begin the sowing campaign. Everything around is full of life and joy.

   Spring is followed by summer. The weather gets still warmer and sometimes it is very hot. The sky is blue and cloudless. But some​times there are storms with thunder and lightning. The gar dens are gay with flowers all summer months. In Summer people spend much time in the open air. They find time to go to the forest.
to swim in the river, to sunbathe.
     Autumn comes in September. Early autumn is still the harvest time, the time  when the fruit and vegetables become ripe. It is also a very  beautiful time of the year, when the weather is still warm and the leaves change their colour from green to yellow.

     But towards the end of October the weather gets colder and colder. There's much rain and fog. Leaves fall from trees and cover the ground. Birds fly away to warm countries. Low and heavy clouds hang in the sky. The land​scape becomes rather dull. Nature lowly falls asleep for winter.

       In fact every season has its fine days and is pleasant in its own way. And it is not difficult to see this beauty.

PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

Protection of Environment
    Since ancient times Nature has served Man, being the source of his life. For thousands of years people lived with harmony with environment. But with the development of civilization man’s interference with nature began to increase.

   Large cities with thousands of smoky industrial enterprises appear all over the world today. They pollute the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we live in. Many cities suffer from smog. Vast forests are cut and burn in fire.

   As a result some rare species of animals, birds, fish and plants disappear forever, a number of rivers and lakes dry up.

   Environmental protection is a universal concern. That is why serious measures to create a system of ecological security should be taken.

   Some progress has been already made in this direction. As many as 159 countries- members of the UNO-have set up environmental protection agencies.

   Numerous conferences have been held by these agencies to discuss questions of ecologically poor regions including the Aral Sea, the South Urals, Kuzbass, Donbass, Semipalatinsk and Chernobyl. An international environmental research centre has been set up on Lake Baikal. The international organization Greenpeace is also doing much to preserve the environment.

   The Earth is our home. We must take care of it for ourselves and next generation.

YOUTH MOVEMENT IN GREAT BRITAIN AND USA

Youth Movement in Great Britain and USA

    Youth and youth movement over decades have become important factors in the life of both countries. Numer​ous youth organization have been formed since the second world war, uniting young people from all classes and sections of the population. Youth movement is not free of some problems, which result from a number of factors, depending on the grounds, on which the organization was formed.

  In the USA exists a Young Repub​lican Federation. Young Christian As​sociation, some religious organizations for Jewish youth. There also exist some political organizations like Stu​dents Co-ordinate Committee of  Non-Violent Action and Students For Democratic Society. Youth organization Greenpeace deals with most urgent eco​logical problems of today's world. It protests against nuclear weapon tests, sea and soil pollution, etc. Some young people work in their church or​ganizations: help elderly people or work in hospitals. There are even some groups, where young people help released prisoners to start their life a-new.

Sport clubs are characteristic youth organizations in the US and UK. They untie people, who are inter​ested m baseball, football, basketball, golf. Etc. There are also exist inter​est clubs. You can attend any club from theatre clubs to bird-watching clubs.   Bird-watching clubs are very popular, especially in Great Britain.

    And at the age of 14 children have a regular part-true job to earn some pocket money. You can see now-, our youth is mostly similar to the youth abroad in many aspects of life.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN OUR LIFE

Foreign Languages in Our life

  Learning a foreign language is not an easy time. It is a long and low process that takes a lot of time and efforts.

    Nowadays it is especially important to know foreign languages. Some people learn languages, be​cause they need them for their work, there travel abroad, for the third, studying languages is a hobby. Everyone, who knows foreign languages, can speak to people from other coun​ties, read foreign authors in the origi​nal, which makes your outlook wider. It is not surprising that many intellectuals and well-educated people are polyglots.
   I study English. Nowadays  English has become the world's most important  language in politics, science, trade and cultural relations. Over 300 million people speak it as mother tongue. The native speakers of English live in Great Britain, United States of America, Australia and New Zealand.

    English is one of the official languages in the Irish Republic, Canada, the South Africa Republic. English is one of the official languages of the United Nations Organization and other political organizations. Half of the world’s scientific literature is in English. It is the language of computers technology. To know English today is absolutely necessary for every educated man, for every good specialist.

     English language is a wonderful language. It is the language of great literature. It is the language of William Shakespeare, Jonathan Swift, Walter Scott, Charles Dickens.

     The great German poet Goethe once said, “He, who knows no foreign language, does not know his own one”. That is why in order to understand oneself and environment one has to study foreign languages.
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